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 Tuesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 22, 12:30 p.m. Early Dismissal for 

Students 

 Thursday, June 22, Last Day of School for Students  

 Friday, June 23, 12:30 p.m. Early Dismissal and Last Day of School for 10 

Month Employees 

 Friday, June 23, Orange High School Graduation at Essex County College, 

6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society Induction at 

Orange High School 
Submitted Mr. Ceposki, Co Advisor, Co-Advisor of Rho Kappa National Honor Society 

 

 

 

On June 8, Orange High School officially inducted the 

inaugural members of the district’s very own chapter 

of the Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor 

Society. In a dual ceremony with newly initiated 

members of the Beta Club, twenty-seven current 

Juniors (Class of 2018) were selected to become a 

part of this organization based on their exemplary 

grades, dedication to their studies, and connection to 

the community. 

Rho Kappa Social Studies Honor Society is the only 

national organization for high school juniors and 

seniors that recognizes excellence in the field of 

Social Studies. A Rho Kappa chapter provides national 

recognition for outstanding students, and encourages 

an interest in, understanding of, and appreciation for 

the social studies. 

 

 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from the Rho 

Kappa Social Studies Honor Society 

induction ceremony. 
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Students have already become proactive, beginning 

to design and plan ways that they can give back to 

their peers and the community, through the realm of 

the social studies. The chapter’s newly elected 

Student Executive Board members include: President 

Tyra Edgehill-Parker, Vice President Kelly Williams, 

Secretary Jenny Rodriguez, and Treasurer Ami 

Phillips. 

The foundation of the chapter could not have come to 

fruition without the dedicated work of Ms. Linda Epps, 

Supervisor of History/Social Studies and Technology 

and Dr. Terri Russo, Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction, Professional Development, and Data 

Assessment. The faculty co-advisors are Mr. Carl A. 

Ceposki and Mr. Joel Lemke. “We all very much look 

forward to working with these students throughout the 

upcoming school year,” said Mr. Ceposki. 

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Paula Howard, present at 

the induction ceremony, applauded the event at the 

district’s monthly Board of Education Meeting, 

congratulating the talents and academic success of 

the students installed into the Rho Kappa Social 

Studies Honor Society, and the Beta Club.  

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from the Rho 

Kappa Social Studies Honor Society 

induction ceremony. 

 

Rutgers School of Health Professions Annual Award Ceremony 
Submitted by Ms. Denise DePalma,  Instructor of Health Science and HOSA Advisor  

On June 8, seventeen students on the Orange High School Health Science track attended the 

Rutgers School of Health Professions Annual Award Ceremony at the Rutgers Campus in New 

Brunswick.  They were accompanied by their teachers Mrs. DePalma and Mrs. Badruddin. In 

addition, Mr. Jason Belton, Orange High School Principal was on hand to congratulate the 

students. The students invited to attend this event were brought on stage to receive their final 

certificate of participation in the Rutgers Dual Enrollment Health Science Program. In 

addition, two students from Orange High School, Vanessa Fernandez and Thamar Jean 

Baptiste, were awarded Academic Excellence Awards. Ms. Fernandez is our salutatorian this 

year, earning nine college credits at OHS through this program. Ms. Jean Baptiste successfully 

earned 14 college credits through the Health Science classes that she took this year at the 

high school. Thamar Jean Baptiste was honored with the Pat Olson Memorial 

Scholarship.  Other Orange students recognized at the event included Francisca Aduesi, 

Valarie Barnave, Samantha Beauvais, Victoria Charles, Tyecese Clarke, Yasmine Cole, Franca 

Estimable, Amarellis Giorlando, Jaida Hill, Ruth Martinez-Sibrian, Silfanie Simmond, Joeslin 

Naranjo, Briana Parham, Victor Sarmiento and Rahnell Smith.   The students in attendance are 

all graduating this year to pursue higher education in a health related profession.   
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Pictured: OHS students receiving awards from Rutgers School of Health Professions. 

 

Literacy Block Party Promotes Literacy and Honors Winners of 

the Orange Page Turners Challenge 

 
The gathering at the English Language Arts Literacy Block Party, on June 2, was festive, as 

students, their families and members of the Orange community were engrossed in the various 

activity stations and games, enjoying fun and festivities centered on literacy.   

Students participated in a variety of literacy activities and earned tickets to redeem for face 

painting. The Literacy activities included: 

 Book Making 
 Literacy Hopscotch 
 Make a Puppet 
 Illustrate a Scene 
 Words in Words 

Additionally, free food and refreshments (popcorn, hotdogs, snacks, etc.) were available and 

when attendees signed-in, each received a free T-shirt. Most importantly, there were free 

books available for students who were encouraged to take 5 books each home for their 

personal library 

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Paula Howard was present, as were Board President E. Lydell 

Carter, and Vice President Gloria Fisher. Ms. Karen Harris, Director of English Language Arts 

and her team of Supervisors were on-hand to manage the affair, along with dedicated 

teachers and staff. 

    
Pictured: Scenes from the Literacy Block Party. 
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Near to the close of the event, Ms. Harris thanked all for coming and making the Block Party a 

special event. She then announced the winners of the Orange Page Turners' Reading 

Challenge. She stated, “Not only did we break one million pages, but our individual winners 

hit a few personal bests.”   

The winners announced and presented with awards were: 

School and organization winners:   

 Group I - Forest Street School 

 Group II - Orange Prep Academy (with the most pages of any organization, with over 

258,000 pages read.) 

 Community - Orange Board of Education  

Individual Winners:  

 Prizes: First place winners - Kindle Fire 8 HD and $50 gift card. 

 Second place - Kindle Fire 7 and $25 gift card. 

 Third place - $25 gift card. 

Pre-K thru 2nd grade: 

 1st place - William Arnold - Kindergartner, Heywood Avenue School  

 2nd place - Angelina Dhanwa -  1st grader, Cleveland Street School 

 3rd place - Ruth Calendar - 2nd grader, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

3rd grade - 5th grade: 

 1st place - Jayden Moinvil - 3rd grader, Park Avenue School 

 2nd place - Saviour Ayim - 5th grader, Rosa Parks Community School 

 3rd place - Yamillet Mendez-Cax - 3rd grader, Rosa Parks Community School 

6th grade - 8th grade: 

 1st place - Alexander Caballero - 6th grader, Lincoln Avenue School 

 2nd place - Luis Patino - 6th grader, Park Avenue School 

 3rd place - Tamara Agueste - 6th grader, Lincoln Avenue School 

9th grade - 12th grade: 

 1st place - Tyra Park - 11th grader, Orange High School 

 2nd place - Joudenie Germain - 9th grader, Orange Prep Academy 

 3rd place - Millenie Baptiste - 12th grader, Orange High School 

Adult: 

 1st place - Terri Russo- Orange Board of Education 

 2nd place - Christina Friedberg - Orange Board of Education 

 3rd place - Chelsey Lepinski - Rosa Parks Community School 

 “Again, congrats to all, and  thank you to our partners, the City of Orange, the Orange Public 

Library, Reading Plus, and Scholastic Inc.  Maybe next year we can go for two million,” 

exclaimed Ms. Harris! 

     
Pictured (above right/above): Winners of the Orange Page Turners’ Challenge.  
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Pictured: Scenes from the Literacy Block Party, including Ms. Karen Harris and ESL team. 

Bilingual/ESL Fair 
 

The annual Bilingual/ESL Family Fair, which took place June 3, was a special event for the 

many attendees. The morning began with a continental breakfast and offered information 

about support services, community resources, academic assistance, such as Latino Family 

Literacy Project and Elements of Play, and a better understanding of the school district’s 

mission to support English language learners. Families visited tables and received tickets for 

a T-shirt. Ms. Caroline Onyesonwu, Supervisor of Bilingual/ESL/World Languages Programs, 

and her team managed the event and featured an awards presentation for students.  

The fair also featured presentations in French, Haitian Creole, and Spanish and offered 

childcare for children from the ages 5 – 10. There were games and activities for students, and 

a chance to win prizes. 

    
Pictured: Scenes from the Annual ESL/Bilingual Fair. 

The first awards presented were to students who participated in the 2017 National French 

Contest winners, an annual test of French language skills, presented by Ms. Boakye, World 

Language teacher at OHS: 

 

Category Winners Honorable Mention 

 Lovelyca Cajuste – Silver 

 Saraphir Edmond – Bronze 

 Mackendy Pierre Louis – Bronze 

 Pippen Abel   

 Giselle Mwadjuma   

 Samendjy Pierre   
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Exited Students Doing Exceptionally Well: 

 

Student Name Grade School 

Melissa Hercules  2 Oakwood Avenue  

Emely Rodriguez 2 Oakwood Avenue Community School  

Roseley Thelus  5 Forest Street School  

Woudenka Caruis  7 Heywood Avenue School  

Rose Tanith Dieujuste 6 Rosa Parks Community School  

Michella Francilme 11 Orange High School  

 

   
Pictured: Scenes from the Annual ESL/Bilingual Fair. 

 

Students who showed noticeable improvements in each subject area were acknowledged and 

presented with trophies. ELA teachers presented students with their awards, as follows: 

 

Science:  Significant Improvement/Growth 

 
 

Student Name Grade School 

Samendjy Pierre  11 Orange High School  

Stefany Aguilar  11 Orange High School  

Melanie De La Rosa Garcia  1 Rosa Parks Community School  

Hope Alemoka  1 Heywood Avenue School  

Adriana Leticia Mancia 1 Forest Street School  

Fatima Ortiz  4 Rosa Parks Community School  

Jheimy Ambuludi 5 Rosa Parks Community School  

 

Math: :  Significant Improvement/Growth 

Student Name Grade School 

Diana Pineda-Tejada  5 Forest Street School  

Analii Tapia 3 Cleveland Street School  

Jennifer Palacios  K Lincoln Avenue School  

Mikel Lucero-Sisalima 2 Lincoln Avenue School 

Glenda Tecun-Mendez 12 Orange High School  

Michael Perez-Tubac 10 Orange High School  

Dahiana Calderon 6 Rosa Parks Community School 

Monica Morocho 7 Rosa Parks Community School 

Ashley Cruz Portorreal K Rosa Parks Community School 

Doreen Dorelien  K Forest Street School  

Medge Giraud 5 Rosa Parks Community School  
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Social Studies: Significant Improvement/Growth 

Student Name Grade School 

Ritchy St. Jean 8 Orange Preparatory Academy  

Rochy De La Rosa-Reyes 12 Orange High School  

Rosanna Alvarez Lizardo 11 Orange High School  

Samael Descartes 3 Rosa Parks Community School  

Regi-nah Avena 1 Heywood Avenue School  

Helen Chilet 3 Heywood Avenue School  

Anderson Thomance  7 Lincoln Avenue School  

Yaiza Lucero Sisalima 6 Lincoln Avenue School 

 

 

English Language Arts: Significant Improvement/Growth 

Student Name Grade School 

Andrea Alfaro 8 Orange Preparatory Academy  

Malidjeen Severe K Lincoln Avenue School 

Kenneth Rojas-Obando 3 Lincoln Avenue School 

Christie Etienne 10 Orange High School 

Marie Stephanie Bernard 10 Orange High School 

Edwin Morales 12 Orange High School 

Lovelyca Cajuste 11 Orange High School  

Soumaya Aoudou 10 Orange High School  

JaydenSanchez 1 Rosa Parks Community School  

Ashley Lime Guerrero K Rosa Parks Community School  

Aelexis Leal-Caseras 2 Rosa Parks Community School 

Miguel Lucero Sisalima 4 Lincoln Avenue School 

Giounaldine Aristilde 4 Lincoln Avenue School 

Vanegas Santos 4 Rosa Parks Community School 

 

 

    

   

 

Pictured (above and left): Bilingual/ESL Fair student 

award recipients, teachers and Ms. Onyesonwu. 
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Orange High School Students, Winners at Music in the Parks 
Submitted by Mr. David Milnes, Vocal Music Teacher, Orange High School 
 

On June 2, Mr. David Milnes and Mr. Terrence 

Thornhill took their performance groups to the 

"Music in the Parks” competition in Williamsburg, 

Virginia. Mr. Thornhill’s string ensemble received 

a rating of “Excellent” in their first ever 

adjudication. Mr. Milnes’ women’s choir, The 

Legato Ladies came in 2nd place with a rating of 

“Superior”. Voices in Harmony (ViH) (pictured left) 

came in 1st place Jazz Choir with a rating of 

“Excellent”. Ryan Hinton ‘18 was awarded “Outstanding Accompanist” for his performance 

with ViH. Orange was awarded the “Spirit Award” which is the last award given out to the best 

performing school. Congrats to the OHS Performing Arts Department, Mr. Milnes and Mr. 

Thornhill. 

The Music In The Parks festival is a national event where ensembles from all over the United 

States and Canada perform. Students are exposed to a year-end assessment by experienced 

instrumental and vocal teachers that reinforce music skills they have acquired throughout the 

school year.  

  
Pictured: Mr. Thornhill and his Strings Ensemble. 
 

 
Pictured: Mr. Milnes and Voices in Harmony. 

 

Students Achieve at the High Note Festival 
Contributed by Ms. Donna Sinisgalli, Visual and Performing Arts Supervisor 

On June 8 and 9, the following instrumental and vocal teachers: Marianne Mroz, Wendy Mir, 

Sem Etienne, Scott Clark, Mariel Johnson, Steve Reeves, Peter Abazia and John Clerie 

attended the High Note Music Festival. It was the first time that Mr. Clark’s Park Avenue 

School Choir attended the festival and they received an Excellent award for their 

performance.  
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After the competition, as a much deserved reward, the students went to Six Flags and Dorney 

Park. A wonderful day of pride, achievement, and fun was had by all! 

The following are the awards that the Orange students received at the High Note Festival: 

 Ms. Johnson: Rosa Parks Choir: Excellent (2nd 

Place) 

 Ms. Mir: Lincoln Choir: Excellent (2nd Place) 

 Mr. Etienne: Lincoln and Rosa Parks band: 

Excellent 

 Ms. Mroz and Ms. VanOrden: Forest, Park, 

Cleveland, & Heywood combined band (Playing 

together for the first time during the 

competition!)  -- Excellent - (2nd place) 

 Mr. Abazia: OPA Band: Superior (1st place) 

 Mr. Clerie: OPA Choir: Superior (1st place) 

 Dr. Reeves: OHS Concert Band: Superior (1st 

place) 

 Mr. Clark: Park Avenue School Choir: Excellent  

 

 
Pictured: Dr. Reeves and the OHS 

Concert Band. 

Visual and Performing Arts Supervisor Donna Sinisgalli, communicated to her staff, stating 

“You all should be enormously proud of the hard work you and your students have 

expended to achieve these accomplishments.  I loved hearing the competition performances 

and I am so proud of the work you are doing with the students of Orange.” 

 

  
Pictured: Scenes High Note Festival.  

 

Cos Crew Takes Manhattan 
Submitted by Mr. Christopher Cosmillo, Art Teacher/ Head Girls Volleyball Coach/ Assistant 

Head Winter/Spring Track Coach, Orange High School 

On June 7, Mr. Christopher Cosmillo and his 

maverick group “Cos Crew,” (pictured left) 

accompanied by Mr. David Milnes and Mr. Terrence 

Thornhill (the stars of TeachTime), lived a day in the 

life of a NYU student. The group met at the Orange 

Station and took the train into Penn Station, making 

their way to campus. Upon arrival, the group 

explored the NYU, including residence halls, 

classrooms, the library and various other buildings 

around the school.  
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After completing the tour the group continued their exploration of the city by walking around 

Washington Square Park, Broadway, and parts of Greenwich Village, before making their way 

back to Penn Station and returning home. 

Street Hockey Clinic with the NJ Devils  
 

Forest Street School and Orange Prep 

Academy were recipients of a street hockey 

clinic with the NJ Devils. Forest Street’s clinic 

(pictured left) was held on July 12.  The 

students were winners of the district-wide 

Reading Plus All Stars reading competition, 

part of the district’s Orange Page Turners’ 

Reading Challenge. The clinic participants met 

with Devil’s alumnus and mascot and were 

given lessons in the basics of hockey, allowed to practice what they learned and a few were 

able to take a “shot” at the Devil’s mascot. Students also heard motivational feedback about 

the importance of staying in school and received giveaways and autographs.  

 

Orange Prep’s session will be scheduled at another time.  
   

Can You Survive the Forest Battle Challenge? 
Submitted by Bill Donnelly, ESL Teacher, Forest Street School 

Ms. Hanson’s Kindergarten class is up to “The Battle Challenge!” In fact, many have already taken 

the challenge and won! What is “The Battle Challenge”? Instead of climbing a really steep and 

difficult rock wall, this challenge involves surviving a really rigorous Word Wall! Designed by 

Kindergarten Para-Professional Crystal Battle, the huge Word Wall includes sophisticated, multi-

syllable words that Ms. Hanson’s class has been practicing throughout the year. 

To survive “The Battle Challenge”, students who think 

they are ready come up to the wall in front of the whole 

class. As Ms. Battle leads them with a pointer, the 

challenger has to pronounce every single word 

correctly. After that, each contestant has to select 3 

words from the wall and define it. So far, there are four 

successful Battle Challenge Champions: (in alphabetical 

order) Leilani Grosset, Malachi Mayes, Emily Osei and 

Christian Rambaran. Congrats to all of our champions! 

We are so proud of you. All “Battle Challenge 

Champions” receive a certificate prepared by Ms. 

Battle. 
 

   
Pictured: Ms. Battle’s Word Wall and a student recognition certificate. 

Pictured: Ms. Battle with current “Battle 

Challenge Champions.”  
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Sonic Explorations Year End Performances 
Submitted by Mr. Douglas Farrand, Program Teaching Artist, Sonic Explorations, Oakwood 

Avenue Community School 

   
Sonic Explorations ended the school year with 

two major performances. On May 20, the 3rd 

grade drumming ensemble performed with 

their teaching artist, Queen Mother Imakhu, as 

a part of the first annual Music City Festival, a 

local event that celebrates music and 

musicians in Orange. The students 

demonstrated what they had learned, during 

the year, about each of the instruments, from 

djembes to ocean drums and rainsticks, before 

performing a piece of music called “Water” 

that they had developed themselves. “Water” features recitations of poems by Langston 

Hughes and Useni Eugene Perkins, rich soundscapes using hand percussion to imitate the 

different sounds of water, and a sequence of drumming patterns that they had practiced 

during the course of their “drums of compassion” class.  

  
Pictures (above left and above): Scenes from the Fiddle-and-Fa-La-La Festival. 

On June 3rd, violin and cello students from Sonic Explorations joined 150 other students from 

the El Sistema New Jersey Alliance, a consortium of seven El Sistema-inspired programs in the 

state, for the annual Fiddle-and-Fa-La-La Festival. This year the festival included a full day of 

rehearsals for students, siblings, and parents alike, which culminated in a performance at 

John F Kennedy High School in Paterson NJ. Program teaching artists Douglas Farrand and 

Julia Henderson assisted a selection of Oakwood’s most talented violinists and cellists, as they 

performed Can-Can by Jacque Offenbach, Three Little Birds by Bob Marley, and Lift Every 

Voice and Sing by James and John Johnson, which was conducted by Oakwood’s string 

teacher Terrence Thornhill. 

 

National Gun Violence Awareness Day  
 

On June 2, National Gun Violence Awareness Day, Mr. Reggie Miller, who heads the Male 

Student Support Program in the district, led students and staff with placards, from Orange 

Preparatory Academy to march in front of Central Playground, side by side, in solidarity for 

the occasion. June 2 is a day in which people around the country wear Orange to bring 

attention to the epidemic of gun violence that kills 90 Americans each day. 
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Pictured: Students and staff march and stand in front of Central Playground for National 

Gun Violence Awareness Day. 

 

FYI 

Orange School District Preschool Registration for 2017-2018 School Year  

 

The Orange Public School District has scheduled preschool registration for the upcoming 

school year, as follows: July 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 and 27, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (last sign-in 

at 11:30 p.m.) at the Orange Early Childhood Center (OECC), located at 397 Park Avenue in 

Orange.  

The Orange Board of Education provides a full day preschool education for all three and four 

year old residents of Orange. There is no fee for the school day (8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.). 

Orange Early Childhood provides before and after school care. The fee for this additional 

program is based upon income eligibility. The requirements for preschool are:  

 3 or 4 years old by 10/01/17  

 Must be resident of Orange Township  

 Original Birth Certificate  

 Child's Immunization Record  

 Current Lease or Mortgage Statement  

 2 Additional Proofs of Residency (i.e. PSE&G bill, telephone or cable bill)  

 Picture ID of the Parent  
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Check the district Website calendar for upcoming events. 
 

See Below For Important Flyers 

 Clothing Drive 

 Summer Sports Academy 

 Basketball Sizzle 

 City Summer Camp 

http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/2
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