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 Monday, June 5, Forest Street School, Spring Arts Festival, Art Show 5:30 

p.m., Concert and Dance, 6:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday, June 6, Orange High School and Orange Preparatory Academy 

Dance Showcase, 6:00 p.m., at Orange Prep Academy 

 Wednesday, June 7, Board Lobby Art Show Featuring Orange Preparatory 

Academy, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Orange Board of Education, 451 Lincoln Avenue 

 Wednesday, June 7, Drama Showcase, 7:00 p.m., at Luna Stage, 555 Valley 
Road, West Orange (New Location)  

 

District Geography Bee 
 

The Orange Public School District hosted the Annual District Geography Bee on May 17 at 

Park Avenue School. Students in Grades 5 – 8, from each of the district’s elementary schools 

and Orange Preparatory Academy, competed in the Bee to declare individual and team 

winners.  

The Grade 5-6 Winners The Grade 7-8 Winners 

Cleveland Street 

 Moise Voltaire (5) 

 Jerry Alexander (5)  

Lincoln Avenue School 

 Christopher Joya (5) 

 Arellano Rivera (5) 

 Danny Serrano (5) 

 Tamara Agueste (6) 

 Alexander Caballaro (6)  

 Gyamfi Bompong (6)  

 John Baez (6) 

Orange Preparatory Academy  

 Sophia Estape (8) 

 Rachel Menjivar (8) 

 Timothy Taylor (8)  

Lincoln Avenue School  

 Toni Simon (7) 

 Keshima Smith (7) 

 Alliah Kollubah (7) 

 Jadon Young (7) 

 

  

OVERALL WINNER: Cleveland Street 

School -- Moise Voltaire and Jerry 

Alexander. 

The district Bee is based on the National 

Geography Bee, which an annual 

geography contest, sponsored by the 

National Geographic Society. The 

National Bee, held every year since 

1989, is open to students in the fourth 

through eighth grades at participating 

schools in the United States.   

     
Pictured: Winners of the 2017 District Geography 

Bee, with Marc Levenson (right). 
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The Geography Bee Coordinators were Kathy Gengaro and Brian Carnares. They were 

assisted by Social Studies teachers, who coached participating students. They were: 
 

Teacher School 

Paul Halligan  

Marc Levenson  

Joseph Day and  Erica Roberts   

Brian Carnares 

Joseph DeLucia   

Chelsey Pais  

Anthony Van Valkenburg   

Kathy Gengaro  

Michael Esquerre   

Kenneth Schulz    

Park Avenue 

Cleveland Street 

Lincoln Avenue 

Forest Street 

Heywood Avenue 

Rosa Parks Community 

Rosa Parks Community 

Orange Preparatory Academy 

Orange Preparatory Academy 

Orange Preparatory Academy 
 

For a sample, visit https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study/quiz.  

 

Heywood Avenue School Spring Concert 
 

On May 23, Heywood Avenue School held its Spring Concert, That’s Entertainment. The 

program featured the instrumental, vocal and dance ensembles presenting selections from 

well recognized Broadway musicals, movies, as well as popular songs. The auditorium was 

decorated with Playbills to set the mood. The opening act was the school’s Drum Line led by 

instrumental music teacher, Mrs. Erin-Leigh VanOrden, beating out several tunes including 

“Caffeine” and “Storm.”  The 6th Grade Dance Elective followed with “The Lioness Hunt” and 

“Cadillac Dreams.” The Heywood Chorus, conducted by Mr. Jared McClain sang “When I 

Close My Eyes,” Fireworks” and “Maliswe.”  

Mr. Rawles’ class, assisted by Mrs. VanOrden, gave their interpretation of the Broadway 

production of Stomp, by creating sounds from a variety of improvised instruments. The 

Chamber Orchestra followed with “How High the Moon,” and “Little Shop of Horrors.” The 

violin and recorder students played “Cantina Band” from Star Wars, the 7th Grade Dance 

Elective performed to “The Greatest” and the Heywood Dance Ensemble closed the 

program with “Can’t Stop the Beat.” 

   

   
Pictured: Scenes from Heywood Avenue School’s Spring Concert.  
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study/quiz
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Pictured: Scenes from Heywood Avenue School’s Spring Concert.  

 

Oakwood Avenue Community School Spring Arts Festival 
 

On May 24, 

Oakwood Avenue 

Community School 

(OACS) held its 

annual Spring Arts 

Festival. Families 

and friends were 

treated to a 

display themed “Wild Animals in Art,” organized by 

art teacher, Ms. Helen Kwon. The eclectic 

presentation of a variety of animals was colorful and 

imaginative.   

The concert portion of the arts festival featured the 

instrumental, vocal and drama groups, providing 

entertainment from talented students. Mrs. Annmarie 

Guenther, vocal and instrumental music teacher, led 

the Grades 4 – 7 Chorus in several tunes including, 

“We Will Rock You/We Are the Champions,” “Best 

Day of My Life” and “I’m a Believer.” There was a 

clarinet solo by Rebecca Thermidor, the Modern Band 

Grade 6 students, Erick Aguilar Pachas on guitar, 

Christian Guevara on keyboard, and Dodley Chery 

on vocals, performed “Free Falling.” Students Unique 

Chadwick and Jamaal Ndiaye provided drum and 

bass accompaniment during the program.  

Mr. Terrence Thornhill led his strings trio 

representing in a demonstration of their current 

lessons. Queen Mother Imakhu provided an energetic 

drum arrangement by Sonic Explorations. 

The concert finale featured a drama presentation 

Cinderella: Prince vs. Robin Hood. Drama teacher, Ms. 

Britt Keshner, directed a stellar cast of actors in a 

fanciful production featuring Cinderella with Robin 

Hood and the Prince, vying for her hand. The 

production ended with a modern twist, as Cinderella 

preferred a career to a proposal.  

 

 

 

 
Pictured: “Wild Animals in Art” 

display at OACS Spring Arts Festival. 



 4 

   

   

   
Pictured: Scenes from OACS Spring Arts Festival. 

 

Poetry Slam at Orange Preparatory Academy 

On May 25, the Literacy Department proudly 

presented “Poetry Slam,” featuring 28 Orange Prep 

student presenters. The evening opened with an 

English Language Arts Showcase featuring display 

boards lining the corridors outside of the school’s 

cafeteria where the performances were held. The 

displays represented 8th and 9th grade lessons and 

examples of literacy work undertaken by students. 

Families were encouraged to view the work and 

were provided with a buffet dinner. 

The students presented emotional and heartfelt 

prose on a variety of topics. From the introductory 

selection, “Life of a Gamer,” to the expressive, 

tearful sentiments in “Ode to an Immigrant Mother” 

and “Loss,” students were open, reflective, 

animated and aware of life’s ups and downs. Many 

of the recitations were deeply personal. Students 

performed such poems as “Life of a Christian,” 

“Ode to Me,” “Afraid to Live,” Ode to Basketball,” 

and the final performance “Farewell.”  

 

 
Pictured: ELA Showcase and Poetry 

Slam participants at Orange Prep. 
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Two students read “Pray for Manchester,” in 

response to the tragic bombing that occurred in 

Manchester, England.   

The event was enthusiastically attended by students 

and their families with staff members were in full 

support. Principal Aretha Malloy offered greetings 

and the Emcees for the evening were Ms. Kristine 

Norat and Ms. Pollard. Student Kristina Vaca offered 

opening remarks. 

 

 
Picture (above): Principal Malloy and Poetry Slam 

Emcees at Orange Prep. 

  

  

Picture: Poetry Slam participants at 

Orange Prep. 

 

 

Lincoln Avenue School Kindergarten Spelling Bee 
Submitted by Ms. Faye Coward, Kindergarten teacher, Lincoln Avenue School 

On June 1, Lincoln Avenue School hosted its first annual Kindergarten Spelling Bee. Students 

were tested in each homeroom and the top five spellers from each class were chosen to 

participate. There were 25 contestants: 

1. Chioma Obinna- Ekekwe  

2. Carmelie Denis  

3. Mia Suy  

4. Emiliano Mauttoni  

5. Maya Sanchez  

6. Emanuel Santana  

7. Alice Vega  

8. Yahanasu Huadi  

9. Justin Interiano  

10. Destiny Ogbeifun  

11. Elisabet Escobar  

12. Josiane Louis  

13. Malidjeen Severe  

14. Danna Mejia  

15. Larry Morocho Rodriguez  

16. Skarla Ghislain  

17. Zion Cham  

18. Carlos Rodriguez  

19. David Pillcorema  

20. Elizabeth Irizarry-Feliz  

21. Sasha Bonsu  

22. Fedorah Pierre-Louis  

23. Jennifer Palacios  

24. Brandon Boeteng  

25. Aiden Ampomah  
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Pictured (left to right): Lincoln Avenue Kindergarten Spelling Bee; Kindergarten speller; judges,  

Principal Denise White, Guidance Counselor Kathleen Feeley, Assistant Principal  

Patrick Yearwood. 

     
Pictured (left to right): Kindergarten spellers; parent and Kindergarten speller at Spelling Bee; 

Spelling Bee winners. 

 

Each contestant did an amazing job! The first place winner was Aiden Ampomah. The 

runner up was Emanuel Santana and the third place winner was Fedorah Pierre-Louis. At 

the end of the competition, all of the contestants received a a big surprise. They were all 

winners! They each received a medal and certificate. Congratulations to all of the 

participants!  

 

FYI 

Annual Bilingual/ESL Family Fair 

 

On Saturday, June 3, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., at Lincoln Avenue 

School, the Orange Public School District will host its annual 

Bilingual/ESL Family Fair for its English language learners. Ms. 

Caroline Onyesonwu, Supervisor of Bilingual/ESL/World 

Languages Programs, and her team have organized the 

program. At the fair, parents will: 

 Gain an understanding of the benefits of the Bilingual/ESL Education. 

 Learn ways to help their child pass the Benchmark, PARCC and ACCESS Tests. 

 Obtain information about community resources. 

 Review information about college opportunities. 

 Help their child understand that parents and teachers are working as a team to help 

them succeed. 

The fair will feature presentations in French, Haitian Creole, and Spanish and offer childcare 

for children from the ages 5 – 10. There will be games and activities for students, and 

parents will have a chance to win prizes.  A Continental Breakfast, from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 

a.m., will be served and snacks will be provided. See flyers below. 
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OHS/OPA Drama Showcase at Luna Stage in Orange 

 

Donna Sinisgalli, Visual and Performing Arts supervisor proudly 

announced in an email to all staff that the drama students at Orange High 

School and Orange Preparatory Academy will be performing at Luna 

Stage, 555 Valley Road in West Orange, on Wednesday, June 7. The 

students will perform in this intimate setting, replicating the stage at 

Orange Prep which usually hosts the program, with seating for guests. This 

year the Grade 8 – 12 students will have a small theatre setting to perform 

their monologues, scene works and improvisations. See flyer below. 

 

Scholars Academy Gifted and Talented Expo 

 

On Thursday, June 8, Scholars Academy will host its Gifted and Talented Expo, showcasing 

students from the district’s elementary and middle grade schools. The event will be hosted 

at the school, located at 268 Capuchin Way from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Scholars’ students will 

present their works and projects in the areas of Math, STEM, Science and English Language 

Arts. 

 

Park Avenue Elementary School Teacher to Receive Spirit Award, Multicultural 

Party, Sewing Showcase and Library Grant Celebration 

 

Park Avenue teacher, Mr. Benjamin Green will receive the METS Spirit 

Award from Syracuse University (SU) on June 4, 2017, when more than 

1,000 SU alumni, families and friends gather together for an afternoon at 

Citi Field, as the New York Mets battle the Pittsburgh Pirates. He will be 

recognized for exemplifying SU’s Orange Spirit in the NY Metropolitan 

area - - - congratulations Mr. Green! 

 

On Thursday, June 8, Park Avenue School will host a multicultural 

celebration, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. This is a great opportunity for Park’s families to celebrate 

and share their culture with the school.  

Park Avenue’s dance classes will perform and present a fashion show with traditional 

clothing. There will be Haitian, Jamaican, African and Spanish cuisine. 

On Thursday, June 15, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., the Sewing Club, coordinated by Ms. Vandarra 

Robbins, will host a showcase displaying the sewing projects completed during the school 

year. The event will take place in the library and refreshments will be served. 

Additionally, to celebrate the $5,000 library grant awarded to Park Avenue School by the 

Laura Bush Foundation, there will be a reception, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm, on Friday, June 

16 at the school. 
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Check the district Website calendar for upcoming events. 
 

See Below For Important Flyers 

 Bilingual-ESL Fair 2017 

 Forest Street Arts Festival 

 Drama Showcase 

 District Retirement and 25 Year Celebration 

 Park’s Sewing Showcase 

 Park’s Grant Celebration 

 Parent Academy Workshops 

 Summer Sports Academy 

 Basketball Sizzle 

 City Summer Camp 

 

 

 

http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/2
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